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Welcome to SWFREC News!  This newsletter contains news about the center and its faculty and staff, 
program research updates, and upcoming events. 
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Welcome to our Team! 

We are excited to 
announce that Anita 
Bellot has joined our 
team as our Human 
Resources Generalist. 

Ms. Bellot brings several years of valuable 
experience in Human Resources and Financial 
Administration from FGCU and has deep local 
roots, having spent her early years in 
Immokalee. She also holds an MS in 
Educational Leadership from FGCU. 

UF/IFAS Hosts Statewide Citrus Meeting Showcasing Latest Research and 
Innovations  

Citrus growers, industry professionals, and 
stakeholders from across the state gathered for 
a UF/IFAS statewide citrus meeting focused on 
the latest research and practical solutions for 
Florida citrus production. The event featured 
updates from UF/IFAS experts from SWFREC, 
CREC and IRREC. 

SWFREC faculty presenting were entomologist 
Dr. Jawwad Qureshi, weed scientist Dr. Ramdas 
Kanissery, plant physiologist Dr. Ute Albrecht, 
citrus pathologist Dr. Ozgur Batuman, citrus 
horticulturist Dr. Fernando Alferez, and soil 
microbiologist Dr. Sarah Strauss covering key 
areas impacting the industry, including pest 
management, plant improvement, and 
horticultural practices. 

Participants gained valuable, research-based insights that can be 
applied directly to grove management decisions. In addition to 
presentations, the meeting offered hands-on demonstrations that 
allowed attendees to see new tools and practices in action. Fruit 
tasting sessions highlighted ongoing plant improvement efforts and 
provided an opportunity to evaluate new selections firsthand. 
The statewide meeting emphasized UF/IFAS’s continued 
commitment to delivering practical, science-based information to 
support the resilience and sustainability of Florida’s citrus industry. 

https://swfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/faculty/qureshi/
https://swfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/faculty/kanissery/
https://swfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/faculty/strauss/
https://swfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/faculty/alferez/
https://swfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/faculty/batuman/
https://swfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/faculty/albrecht/
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Seminar Presents Tools to Manage HLB in Citrus Groves. 
The January UF/IFAS Zoom Citrus Seminar featured SWFREC Citrus Pathologist Dr. Ozgur 
Batuman, who presented on “Development and Integration of Practical Tools to Manage 
HLB in Citrus Groves.” Participants joined the session to learn about current and emerging 
strategies for managing Huanglongbing (HLB) in commercial citrus production. 

Dr. Batuman highlighted several tools available for HLB integrated pest management (IPM), 
many of which have been developed by the SWFREC research team. These include the use of 
individual protective covers (IPCs) and plant defense inducers as preventive measures to 
protect young trees and new flush, as well as oxytetracycline (OTC) trunk injections for 
managing HLB in mature trees under endemic conditions. He also discussed tools currently 
in development, such as an automated delivery system for OTC trunk injections, which has 
the potential to significantly reduce labor costs. 
The monthly Zoom Citrus Seminars are coordinated by multi-county citrus agent Dr. Mongi 
Zekri of the Hendry County Extension Service in LaBelle. To view Dr. Batuman’s full 
presentation, click here. 

UF/IFAS Extension Leadership Connects with Faculty During Center Visit 

Dr. Saqib Mukhtar, Professor and Associate Dean for 
Extension, Agriculture and Natural Resources, and 
Dr. Marcelo Wallau, Associate Professor, Associate 
Program Leader for Agriculture and Horticulture 
visited SWFREC on January 28, 2026 to talk about 
Extension "Initiatives" with SWFREC Faculty. 

They communicated Dean of Extension Dr. Andra Johnson’s emphasis on modernizing Extension programs to best 
meet the needs of Floridians and an improved system of program evaluation and reporting that will increase the 
accuracy of impact assessments. Through similar visits, Florida’s Extension leadership has met in person with faculty 
at nearly all 12 IFAS RECs and will now begin visits with faculty within the academic departments in Gainesville. 

Tour Enriches Science Education 

Students enrolled at Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU) in Fort Myers recently toured the Southwest Florida 
Research and Education Center (SWFREC) to learn more about Farm-to-Table sustainability practices. 

The visit featured a trolley tour of the farm, narrated by citrus 
pathologist Dr. Ozgur Batuman, followed by an indoor session 
highlighting ongoing research at SWFREC aimed at helping 
farmers strengthen the Farm-to-Table approach. Faculty 
members Dr. Tara Wade, agricultural and natural resource 
economist; Dr. Fernando Alferez, citrus horticulturist; Dr. 
Ozgur Batuman, citrus pathologist and Dr. Yiannis Ampatzidis, 
precision agricultural engineer; provided overviews of their 
respective research programs and discussed how their work 
supports sustainable agricultural systems. 

pay video

https://swfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/faculty/batuman/
https://youtu.be/IpuI51MizmA
https://swfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/faculty/ampatzidis/
https://swfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/faculty/batuman/
https://swfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/faculty/alferez/
https://swfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/faculty/wade/
https://swfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/faculty/batuman/
https://agronomy.ifas.ufl.edu/people/marcelo-wallau/
https://abe.ufl.edu/people/faculty/saqib-mukhtar/
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Upcoming Events 

📅 Remote- Produce Safety Alliance Grower Training 
A three-day, three-hour virtual course for produce growers and packers who 
fall under the FSMA Produce Safety Rule. 
- February 3rd – 5th  - https://psa020326.eventbrite.com 
- March 3rd – 5th - https://psa030326.eventbrite.com 
- April14th – 16th - https://psa041426.eventbrite.com 

📅 Produce Safety Alliance Grower Training 
A one-day course for produce growers and packers who fall under the FSMA 
Produce Safety Rule. 
- February 12th – Naples - https://psa021226.eventbrite.com 
- February 17th – West Palm Beach  - https://psa021726.eventbrite.com 
- April 2nd – DeLand - https://psa040226.eventbrite.com/ 
- April28th – Wimauma - https://psa042826.eventbrite.com/ 

For registration questions, contact 
Sarah McCoy sarahmccoy@ufl.edu 

Winter/Spring 2016 Flyer 

📅 Food Safety Field Day: Showcasing New Sanitizing Technology for the Produce Industry 
Date: February 19th, 2026 
Location: Southwest Florida Research & Education Center (SWFREC) -  2685 State Road 29 North, Immokalee, FL 34142 
Join us for a half-day of learning and hands-on demonstrations focused on food safety and sanitation. Growers will hear 
presentations on sanitizer best practices and new research on sanitation, get hands-on experience with cleaning and sanitizing 
verification activities, and watch a live demonstration of a new sanitizer technology that can be integrated into current system. 
Lunch is provided!    Register here or using the link in the flyer: https://SWFREC_OREI_02192026.eventbrite.com 
If you have something you want to test out in our demonstration equipment that is smaller 12 inches X 16 inches, please bring 
that with you to the event. 
Contact Stephanie Brown (stephaniebrown@ufl.edu) for event related questions. 

📅 Zoom Citrus Seminar 
Wednesday, February 25, 11:00 AM - 12:00 Noon 
Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://ufl.zoom.us/meeting/register/C2utHluuRdKKdc5jusiXEA 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting. 
Title: Exploring sustainable pest control options for citrus production  
Speaker: Dr. Jawwad Qureshi, Associate Professor in Entomology and Nematology, UF/IFAS Southwest Florida 
Research & Education Center in Immokalee. 

Contact Us... 
UF/IFAS Southwest Florida Research and Education Center 
2685 SR 29 North, Immokalee, FL 34142 
P: 239-658-3400 http://swfrec.ifas.ufl.edu 
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/uf-ifas-
southwest-florida-research-and-education-
center/ 

https://www.instagram.com/swfrec/ 

https://www.facebook.com/SWFREC/ 

https://twitter.com/SWFREC 

https://www.youtube.com/TheSWFREC 

https://swfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/ 

Summary: The citrus industry produces citrus in traditional open orchards, 
CUPS, and IPC. I will talk about the work that we have done for these systems, 
including cultural, biological, and chemical control. This will include finding 
pests and their natural enemies in these systems such as CUPS and IPCs and 
evaluation of the impact of natural enemies, effects of chemical control in 
these structures or in traditional open orchards and integrating control 
methods for pest management. 
Coordinator: Dr. Mongi Zekri, UF-IFAS, maz@ufl.edu 
1 CEU for pesticide license renewal, 1 CEU for certified crop advisors 
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mailto:maz@ufl.edu
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