
Further Insights into the 
Epidemiology and Monitoring 
Practices of Tomato Viruses  

Bill Turechek, Miae Ha, Craig Webster, 
Joseph Russo, H . Charles Mellinger , Galen 
Frantz, Leon Lucas, Eugene McAvoy, and  
Scott Adkins  



}Brief review of what weõve leaned about 
insect - vectored viruses  
ƁThrips - vectored tospoviruses  
¶Adkins, Webster, Reitz, and Funderburk  

ƁTYLCV 

¶Distribution and factors influencing 
development  

}AgScouter  
ƁA mobile - device/computer - based system for 

managing disease and insect pests  



} Insect - vectored viruses have been a constant 
threat to the tomato and vegetable industry  

}The particular virus threats change as a result of:  
ƁIntroductions, cultivar selection, management practices, 

climate, and sometimes for reasons unknown  

}For the last several years, Tomato yellow leaf curl 
virus has been a consistent industry threat, being 
worse in some years/locations than others  

}The thrips - transmitted tospoviruses  are an 
emerging group of viruses threatening Florida 
tomato production    
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