FLORID DUSTRY

Bielinski Santos, Gene McAvoy,
Monica Ozores-Hampton, Crystal
Snodgrass, and Alicia Whidden



e The last fe
have not bee
tomato growers @
tomato industry ...












dractices
rotection

ot. of Agriculture
arvices

a Department of
nental Protection

WC: Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Committee

* HA

* SFWMD: South Florida Water
Management District

* TGAPS

* TMDLUs

 WPS: Worker Protection Standard

* etc, etc, etc

Successfully negotiating the regulatory environment has
become a daunting task. The acronyms for the rules and the
names of the agencies that administer them present a
veritable alphabet soup for the typical grower.
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What are growers
thinking and feeling
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identify pr n problems
and limitations, a pportunities for
improving tomato production and

sustainability through appropriate research
and extension efforts.

* How and where IFAS can help.

TFAS
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Sample size (n) = 16
Cumulative acreage = 21,803
Average tomato seasons per year = 1.9
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e Operations were anatee, Hendry,
Collier, Broward, Hillsborough, Leon, St. Lucie,
Palm Beach, and Hardee Counties.

* |dentity of the owners and respondents not
disclosed
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regulations, food safety regulations, and labor
laws.
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About 71% of
with =500 acres (repr

17,800 acres) responded b
“terrible” or “bad”, in contrast \ ﬁ\

with only 29% of growers with
<500 acres of tomato.



 The majo
interviewed,
farm size, conside
the main issues with soil
fumigation were application
regulations, high prices and
costs of application, and
efficacy against weeds and
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new
ars.

0 bacterial spot
peck and tomato
yellow leaf curl virus (64%
of the surveys), and
nematodes (21%). Better
taste (29%), higher yields
and fruit size (29%), and
firmer fruit (21%).
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nutrient

Compliance with
standards

Proper organic fertilization

Knowledge of controlled-
release fertilizers.
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tition adhering to
ood safety standards
enforced in the U.S.

Implementing of best
management practices
might not be economically
feasible/practical.
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Industry Partners
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